
ICE BREAKER:  Tell us about your first experience of fishing or going on a boat ride. 

 

READ LUKE 5:1-11 

We’ve all been there. You’ve exerted much effort; you’ve given it our all; you’ve given it our best, but somehow, despite all your efforts, 

the results were still embarrassing; the effect on you was frustration and disappointment; and you’re just tired. You want to move on. 

You just want to throw in the towel, give up and call it a day, and hope that tomorrow would much be much better than today. Such 

was the context and experience of Peter and his friends in this story. Peter and his friends were veteran fishermen. They completely 

relied on their catch to provide for their families; and of course, no catch, no money. That’s how the story of the first disciples of Jesus 

begins: with frustration, disappointment and emptiness. There are moments in our lives when we’re just ready to give up--we’re done 

hoping; we’re done trying; we’re just tired, we’re just doing our best to get by and go along. Peter and his friends were just washing 

their nets after spending all night fishing. But Jesus steps into his boat which symbolized his empty life. 

Jesus usually steps into our life in the context of our emptiness, frustration and disappointment—when we have exhausted our 

strengths and we are at our wits’ end. Like I said last week, there always comes a point in our life when we don’t know what to do or 

say. Jesus steps into our empty lives to give us FRESH GRACE.  

Jesus provides the sense of fulfillment we need. Peter had no idea that Jesus is Lord of all creation and understood well enough the 

habits of fish He created and could control them (John 1:3). But because Peter did not know what else to do, he simply submitted to 

Jesus sand says, “Because you say so...I will.”  When we obey to Jesus, even if saying yes makes no sense, He brings in an abundance that is 

beyond explanation. We have a distinct advantage when the authority in our life is the Author of Life. At that moment of his submission, 

FRESH FAITH was born in Peter’s life.  

Jesus makes us see our sinfulness, inadequacy and miniscule stature. When Jesus performed such an extraordinary miracle, Peter 

was awestruck. He realized that the man in the boat with him was no ordinary person. In response to what he saw, Peter said, “Lord, 

please leave me…” The presence and power of Jesus humbled him. But even when we realize how unworthy we are in the presence of 

Jesus, He reminds us that He loves us and wants to work through us—fallen, imperfect, marred people—not because we’re special, but 

because He is gracious.  But the more we recognize how imperfect and unqualified we are, the more Jesus’ power becomes so real in 

our life. When Peter realized his unworthiness, Jesus drew closer to him and told him of His plan. 

Jesus changes our destiny. Despite Peter’s imperfection, Jesus replied: “Don’t be afraid, from now on I will make you fishers of men and 

women.” When Jesus stepped into Peter’s empty boat, He gave Peter FRESH FREEDOM and a new direction in life! All his life Peter was 

bound to a system or vocation and religion, but Jesus called Him to a much higher purpose. Jesus saw in Peter something that others 

didn’t see; that even Peter did not see in himself. From now on you’ll be fishing for people!” Jesus saw in Peter a world-changer, a histo-

ry maker, a trailblazer. JESUS SEES SOMETHING GREAT IN YOU). If Jesus did not step into Peter’s boat he would not realize that. He 

will be stuck in that system. When Jesus steps into your boat, He brings new faith-possibilities in your life—possibilities you never even 

imagined would happen in your life. It all started with a simple act of obedience for Peter, “Because you say so…I will.”  

Great moves of God are usually preceded by simple acts of obedience. 

 

 Continued willingness to allow Jesus to captain your life. 

 Opportunities to invite someone to Easter Worship. 

 

 Easter Experience, April 1, 10:30AM & 6:30PM 

 4th Anniversary, April 8, Worship 10:30PM & Banquet 6:30PM 

 Leaders Lab, April 19, 6:30 Knox Church 

GOAL FOR THIS STUDY:    

To learn what it means to truly allow Jesus to captain our lives. 
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Questions to promote conversation 

and connection 

 
Questions to help believers develop a 

biblical point of view. 

 

Questions to help people grow as 

leaders. 

 

What lesson or truth from last Sun-

day’s sermon stood out strongly for 

you? 

 

Describe a time when God showed up 

and showed off in your moment of 

emptiness.  

 

How do you react when God’s in-

structions don’t make sense to you?  

God’s call does not always fit our assumptions. 

God’s call is not always logical. Jesus told Simon 

Peter to cast his net again in the deep water 

during the daylight hours. No fisherman would 

do that.  

 

What are some of the “strange” things you 

have seen God call His people to do?  

 

Have you ever thought someone else was 

“crazy” when they announced they were 

following God’s will?  

 

Simon Peter was done. He had fished all night 

and caught nothing. He was “washing his nets.” 

Jesus told him to go out into the deep and cast 

his nets again.  

 

Have you ever been to the point spiritually 

in your relationship with God that you were 

“done?” Share that experience with your 

group.  

 

Is there an area of your service to God right 

now that you are ready to lay aside? How 

will you respond if God’s call is to “try 

again?”  

 

Is there something in your life or service to 

God that you have laid aside that God wants 

you to “try again?”  

 

God’s call is not always to something new. 

Sometimes it is to a renewed passion. Agree 

or Disagree?  

 

Explain in your own words the phrase, “They left 

everything and followed Him.” (Luke 5:11).  

 

Is there anything in your life you are holding 

on too tightly? Is God calling you to give up 

something in order to follow Him complete-

ly?  

When was the last time God asked 

you to do something that you felt was 

impossible? How did you respond?  

 

Are you living for your purposes or 

for God’s purposes for you? Which 

will you live for in the weeks and 

months ahead?  

 

 

Will you be obedient to God in the 

small things? If so, how will your life 

change?  

 

What is your first reaction when you 

are challenged to get involved in lead-

ing someone to Jesus or inviting some-

one to church? Is your reaction cate-

gorized as obedience or disobedience?  

 

 

Who are the three people you will be 

DRAWING to Jesus and bringing to 

Easter Worship? What steps are you 

taking to pursue them?  

 

Let the whole group pray for these 

people by name. 


